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To practise multiple-choice questions, they should marl
answer sheets provided by drawing a horizontal pencil line thrc
To practise write-in questions, they should mark their answers in
paper. If they make a mistake, they should rub it out beforemg

They shouldn’t be distracted by anything going on around them or as
once the test begins. Remind them to read the questions, work qu:ckf
and make sensible guesses for questions they can’t answer.

Taking the tests

The tests are split into individually timed sections — the time allowed for ea
is written on the paper. There’s an example question at the start of each sectio
isn’t timed. Once your child has read the example, allow them the correct amo
time to answer the questions. If they don’t quite finish in that time, draw a line un
the last question they answered in the time limit and then move on to the next sec
At the end, encourage them to go back and answer the questions they missed — it's
good way to get some extra practice.

What your child’s score means

Marking the tests P

Set A (Paper 1 and Paper 2) forms one complete test, and Set B (Paper 1 and Pape

forms another. You should give one mark for each correct answer, and then work
your child’s total score out of 175. It’s really important to go through any wrong
with your child — use the explanations in this answer book to show them how
the right answer. —

Your child should be aiming to score 140 or more overall (that’s arot‘md
The pass mark of the actual test will vary from school to school.

What to do next

The score may help you pinpoint specific topics that your cf
skills they need to practise. For example, if your child sco
questions right but didn’t quite finish the test, they need to \
scored 60%, got to the end of the paper but got 4&%
to brush up on their accuracy. You can follow this
they find tricky, and then set another p




: Verbal Reasoning
— Comprehension 1:
Don't get in a spin
fve C

The text says that track bikes are ‘similar to road bikes'”
Road bikes have ‘curved handlebars', so track bikes don't have
straight handlebars.

2. E

Inthe passage it says that ‘Cyclists race for 271 days (with a
couple of rest days on top of this)". 21 days is the equivalent
of three weeks, so the Tour de France lasts for more than
three weeks.

3% B

In the passage it says that ‘getting exercise is a vital part
of looking after your health” and that ‘Riding a bike is one of
the easiest ways to build regular exercise into your life”. So,
according to the author, the main benefit of cycling is that it
is good for your health.

4. C

| The text says that track bikes ‘have only one gear’, so Cis
false.
55D

The use of the word ‘drag” suggests that the act is forced
and emphasises that it can be difficult to make yourself go

running.
65 C

In the passage it 54ys that ‘eycling puts very little strair on
ankle, hip and knee joints’, which reduces the risk of long-term

injuries.

Ze 0 A

In the passage it says that BMX bikes ‘have a single gear”,
and that road bikes have “low gears” as well 25 “high gears”.

8. A

In the passage it says that many people find it ‘difficult to
make time for exercise”. So their busy lifestyles prevent them
from exercising.

B B

In the passage it says that cycling regularly can ‘improve your
fitness and reduce stress”. Options 2 and 3 are additional
benefits of cycling, not reasons why it's good for your health.

10. C
In the passage it s2ys that cycling causes fewer long-term

injuries ‘compared to high-impact sports such as runring’.

‘professional” refers to somethitg
living. ot aih

130010
‘exclusively’ means solely’

14. C

‘challenging” means demanding.

15. D

A “way of life” means the typical way in which you live, so for
some people cycling affects how they live their lives.

e

16. D

“up for grabs” means available to be won by the best
competitors.

Section 2: Verbal Reasoning

— Comprehension 2:

The History of the
Hollywood Sign

15 D

The text says that the sign was ‘erected by a local 3 e
businessman’ to help him “fill the expensive housing estagehg &
was building’, so it was intended as an advertisement.

2. D il
The text says that the ‘letter H had been missing” since ¢
early 1940s", and the sign wasn't repaired until 1949 he
the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce removed the word |

from the sigh. ek

b Bt ),

The text says that each letteris between 31 and 4
wide, and there are nine letters, so the widest the.
be in total is 9 x 40 = 360 feet. ;

4, €

The text says that 2013 was the sign's Qﬂé;l
was erected in 192.3. The word land was reme
sign in 1949, 26 years later: o

Bt D
The text says that construction
that there was no sign for “three m
new sign appeared some t




: ‘L‘E&t&t’tsays that ‘Although they [the Chamber']m ,

This suggests that the bulbs were removed to save money.

9 - D

A Golden Age'is a time when something is at its peak, so the
1920s are known as the Golden Age of Hollywood' because
the movie business was very successtul then.

10. B

The text says that Harry Chandler “had not meant the sign
to last” so ‘it was not made of the most resilient materials.”

Section 3: Verbal Reasoning
— Multiple Meanings

Ae bank

bank' can mean a place to keep money' or ‘the land beside a
body of water

25 back

‘back’ can mean ‘to support’ or ‘the reverse.

3. jar

Jjar’ can mean a food container’ or annoy.

4. change

change’ can mean a modification’ or money of relatively low
value'.

55 clear

i clear’ can mean straightforward’ or prove innocent.

6. fair

‘Fair’ can mean ot biased’ or of light complexion’

7.  purchase

purchase’ can mean a grip that prevents something from
slipping' or acquire with money'

8. engaged

engaged’ can mean promised to be married’ or in use.

%&Iightbu% maintenance costs continued to escalate’. :

1.  trivial
important’ means ‘significant, whereas ti
insignificant.
ke
2. cautious
careless’ means ‘not taking care, whereas ca
‘taking a lot of care’
3.  worldly
unsophisticated means ‘inexperienced, wher
means experienced.
4. frivolous

sensible’ means practical, whereas frivolous means
impractical. -

54 frail

‘tough’ means ‘strong’, whereas frail’ means ‘weak'-
R

6. foe i

friend’ means ally, whereas ‘foe' means enemy’.
ol

7. proven
‘theoretical means based on what is believed to
whereas proven’ means ‘shown to be true’
8.  profound

shallow' means lacking depth, whereas

9. mobile

‘fixed means immovable, whereas '

10. varied
‘uniform’ means ‘the same’,
11.  quirky

conventional means






